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Kevin

 

Medical school affiliation is taken into consideration at the individual location level in risk adjustment for CLABSI and CAUTI. 
If you take a look at the 2006-08 NHSN annual rate report at http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/PDFs/
dataStat/2009NHSNReport.PDF (which is used as the baseline period for the CLABSI SIRs), Table 3 lists mean national
CLABSI rates by location type.  Here’s how the mean CLABSI rates look for medical ICUs:

 

Medical, major teaching – 2.6 CLABSI per 1,000 central line days
Medical, all others – 1.9 CLABSI per 1,000 central line days

 

These rates serve as the base of the SIR, so depending on whether or not a facility is a major teaching hospital or not, we
would predict that we’d see a different number of CLABSIs.  Let’s say that two facilities both reported 2,000 central line
days for the whole year – one is a major teaching hospital, and one is not a teaching hospital at all (no med school
affiliation).

 

For the major teaching hospital’s medical ICU, the national mean is 2.6 CLABSIs for every 1,000 central line days.  So
for this facility’s 2,000 central line days, we would predict that we would see 5.2 CLABSIs (the formula used is 2.6
divided by 1,000, times 2,000)
For the non-teaching hospital’s medical ICU, the national mean is lower – 1.9 per 1,000 central line days.  In their
2,000 central line days, we would predict that there would be 3.8 CLABSIs (the formula would be 1.9 divided by
1,000, times 2,000).

 

So when we say that we’re risk adjusting by medical school affiliation, we mean that we are taking that difference in rates
between teaching and non-teaching facilities into account when we predict the number of infections that we would see…
more infections would be predicted in a major teaching facility’s medical ICU, in this example.

 

Hope that helps,

 

Abbigail
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