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The Boston Globe's 
"Spotlight" team of 

investigative 
journalist reported 

widespread
child sex abuse by 

Roman Catholic 
priests in the Boston 

area.

Jerry Sandusky, 
assistant football coach 
at Penn State University 

under legendary Joe 
Paterno,  who was 

convicted of rape and 
child sexual abuse.

HBO series about the 
Chernobyl disaster in 1986 

when a nuclear power plant 
in Ukraine, Soviet Union, 
exploded unexpectedly 

during a safety test, 
contributing to 4,000 to 
93,000 radiation-related 

deaths.

“The Greater Good”
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Earthquake, January 2010



Image 1: when cholera came to Haiti
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Image 2: when cholera came to Haiti
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Image 3: when cholera came to Haiti
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Continuing image of UN Peacekeepers
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US State Department Priorities
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Vibrio cholerae
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Incubation period: 
typically 2-5 days
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Need for Cholera Outbreak Investigation

• First time in Haiti

• Assess origin

– Determine culpability, if any

– Craft future prevention policies

• Assess nature and extent of spread
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Cholera arrival and early spread during first week

PAHO announcement 

Cuban Medical Brigade
reports 

Haitians assemble team for
investigation

Haitian field investigation
starts
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Haitian team assembled to investigate 
headed by nurse epidemiologist
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Report of Haitian field investigation
SUPPRESSED

16



PAHO announcement of 
cholera epidemic
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Initial news stories focused on coastal Saint Marc
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PAHO officials studying map
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First PAHO map is issued following day
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Cholera-origin theories

Environmental Theory
- Genomic recombination

Human Activity 
Theory

- UN Nepalese 
peacekeepers

INNOCENCE
POLITICALLY 

UNACCEPTABLE

- Ocean currents
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Three days after PAHO announcement, 
CDC team (including several 

epidemiologists) visits  Albert 
Schweitzer Hospital in Deschapelles 
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October 24, 2010



Early Comments on Seeking Origin

• Indifference 

– “From our point of view,” said the UN spokesperson in Haiti, “[the origin] 

really doesn’t matter.”

• Too busy 
– PAHO was focusing on  “on treating people, getting a handle on this and 

saving lives.” 

• Too costly 

– Main CDC epidemiologist  assigned to Haiti said it was unlikely that 

scientists would pinpoint where the outbreak began, and that he did not 

think mounting an all-out effort to find the answer “is a good use of 

resources.” 
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Rumors of cholera’s origin were swirling around Haiti: 
the outbreak started at a UN peacekeeping base near Mirebalais 

by the village of Mèyé
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International journalists visit UN peacekeeping camp near Mirebalais 
six days after PAHO Announcement 

Sebastian Walker, Al Jazeera

October 27, 2010

Jonathan Katz, Associated Press
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September 23, 2010



Roberson Alphonse of Haiti’s newspaper Le Nouvelliste
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US Dept. of HHS and CDC

2016
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Haitian government commissions French epidemiologist to investigate 
Renaud Piarroux, MD, PhD arrives Nov. 7, 2010
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Unique Allies

Haitian President René 
Préval and Minister of 

Health Alex Larsen

29



Nov. 8th, 2010: Unbeknownst to Piarroux, CDC officials already knew 
that the first laboratory-confirmed cholera samples had come from 

Mèyé, but there was no acknowledgement nor investigation.  
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Replacement troops (every six months) arrive from Nepal
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Camp of Nepalese UN Peacekeepers
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Cholera-ridden Sewage
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Start of Epidemic
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Comparison of  Vibrio cholerae isolates 
Nepal and Haiti
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Human Rights organizations blame United Nations
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Moral Responsibility No mention of 
legal responsibility

37



Ruling in Jan. 2015: United Nations cannot be sued for its 
alleged role in the Haiti cholera epidemic
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Tipping Point in Source Argument 

NYU Law professor Philip Alston, UN 
Special Rapporteur on extreme 
poverty and human rights, in early 
August 2016 submitted the draft of a 
critical report on cholera in Haiti to 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. 
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In this report, Alston tells the UN of the 
central role of Deadly River

“…the book provides a pain-staking and 
even-handed assessment of the scientific 
debates that have taken place…. it 
systematically vindicates the conclusions 
reached by one of the first international 
experts on cholera to investigate the 
outbreak in Haiti, Dr. Renaud Piarroux.”
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Alston continued in his UN report

“The past policy of the United Nations relied on a claim of 
scientific uncertainty. That is no longer sustainable given what 
is now known. The United Nations was clearly responsible 
and it must now act accordingly.”

41



Three Op-Eds on cholera in Haiti
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Philip Alston submits his final version of the report 
and speaks to UN on October 25, 2016 about cholera 

in Haiti
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UN Haiti Cholera Response Multi-Partner Trust Fund

Treatment and elimination efforts
Compensation for cholera victims

(via Human Rights groups)

$200 million $200 million

Start date: Oct. 2016
End date: Dec. 2022
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Actual deposits so far by UN member states
About $10 million (2.5%)



Changing of the Guard on January 1, 2017
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon (OUT) and 

Secretary General António Guterres (IN)
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ENDING DATE: OCTOBER 16, 2019
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Current State (mid-August, 2019)

No cholera deaths nor positive laboratory tests 
since the February 2019
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Updates

http://www.deadlyriver.com

Book (French), March, 2019



Issues not yet settled

• Will the United Nations accept the cholera origin findings in Haiti 
and assume legal responsibility?

• Will the UN fully fund the proposed cholera elimination and victim 
compensation programs in Haiti? 

• Will the UN invoke and actively enforce policies to prevent similar 
disease occurrences in countries being served by UN peacekeepers? 
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