
Kevin T. Kavanagh, MD, MS
Health Watch USA sm

The Perfect Storm: COVID-19
Tracing The History of Ineffective Disease Policy
Policy



Tracing The History of Ineffective 
Disease Policy 
• Understanding important of evidence-

based strategies in the prevention of 
emerging epidemics.

• Understanding important of maintaining 
an appropriate infrastructure in the 
prevention of emerging epidemics.

This presentation is the express opinion of 
Kevin Kavanagh, not of Health Watch USAsm

or the Massachusetts Nurses Association. 

Source CNN:  June 2020
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 “A pandemic is a lot like a forest fire: if caught early, it 
might be extinguished with limited damage; if 
allowed to smolder undetected, it can grow to an 
inferno that spreads quickly beyond our ability to 
control it.”

 “if we wait for a pandemic to appear, it will be too 
late to prepare, and one day many lives could be 
needlessly lost because we failed to act today and 
one day many lives could be needlessly lost because 
we failed to act today..”

http://www.healthwatchusa.org/downloads/20051101-PresidentOutlinesPandemicInfluenzaPreparationsandResponse.pdf

In 2005 President George Bush stated:

 A total of 7.1 Billion was requested from the U.S. Congress

 On Dec. 19, 2006, the “Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act” became law.

http://www.healthwatchusa.org/downloads/20051101-PresidentOutlinesPandemicInfluenzaPreparationsandResponse.pdf


https://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/legal/pahpa/Pages/default.aspx 4

https://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/legal/pahpa/Pages/default.aspx


 “The Stockpile Distributed 85 Million N95 Respirators.”  
 “But the stockpile’s reserves were not significantly restored after the 

2009 (N1H1) pandemic, in the view of industry and public health 
experts.”  

 “The Department of Health and Human Services said last week that 
the stockpile has about 12 million N95 respirators and 30 million 
surgical masks —a scant 1 percent of the estimated 3.5 billion masks 
the nation would need in a severe pandemic. Another 5 million N95 
masks in the stockpile are expired.” 

Reinhard B, Brown E. Face masks in national stockpile have not been substantially replenished since 2009.  The Washington Post. 
March 10, 2020.  https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/face-masks-in-national-stockpile-have-not-been-substantially-
replenished-since-2009/2020/03/10/57e57316-60c9-11ea-8baf-519cedb6ccd9_story.html
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/03/05/washington-state-asked-us-stockpile-coronavirus-masks-response-raises-concerns/?itid=lk_inline_manual_13
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/face-masks-in-national-stockpile-have-not-been-substantially-replenished-since-2009/2020/03/10/57e57316-60c9-11ea-8baf-519cedb6ccd9_story.html


China Rx Published April 17, 2018
“But with the rise of globalization, antibiotics, 
antidepressants, birth control pills, blood pressure 
medicines, cancer drugs, among many others are 
made in China and sold in the United States. 
China's biggest impact on the US drug supply is 
making essential ingredients for thousands of 
medicines found in American homes and used in 
hospital intensive care units and operating 
rooms.”

Rosemary Gibson On Supply Chain Dependence on China: 
https://youtu.be/4qbxJeRSIY8

The same is true for Personal 
Protection Equipment, Medical 
Devices and Medical Supplies.
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https://youtu.be/4qbxJeRSIY8


A Comment  Regarding Rosemary Gibson’s 
Presentation:

Rosemary Gibson On Supply Chain Dependence on China: 
https://youtu.be/4qbxJeRSIY8

President Trump’s Tariffs on China May 
Have Preemptively Helped Us Respond to 
Supply Chain Disruptions. 
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https://youtu.be/4qbxJeRSIY8


https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/trump-fire-pandemic-team/

In the Spring of 2018, The Pandemic Response Team was disbanded, and their responsibilities were 
reassigned to other agencies

8

https://www.snopes.com/fact-check/trump-fire-pandemic-team/


Sept. 2018:  “The lack of firm standards and policies is placing healthcare 
workers along with their patients and families at risk for acquisition of these 
dangerous pathogens. At a minimum we need routine testing to identify 
carriers and a standardized national reporting system for healthcare worker 
acquisitions, along with an economic safety net for those workers who acquire 
these dangerous pathogens.”

Public Comment:  http://www.healthwatchusa.org/HWUSA-Presentations-
Community/PDF-Downloads/20180516-EffortsToControlTheEpidemicOfMDROs-
-Final.pdf

Kavanagh K. The Presidential Advisory Council on Combating Antibiotic-Resistant Bacteria  (PACCARB) - Sept. 26, 2018. 
https://youtu.be/vcFwjD7uLtk
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http://www.healthwatchusa.org/HWUSA-Presentations-Community/PDF-Downloads/20180516-EffortsToControlTheEpidemicOfMDROs--Final.pdf
https://youtu.be/vcFwjD7uLtk


Sept 2018: Proposed Policies to Protect Healthcare Workers:
 The screening of patients and healthcare workers for dangerous pathogens, 

including MRSA, to mitigate the chances of spread to other patients, staff 
and the community.

 Establish a surveillance system for healthcare workers to determine the 
extent of occupational acquisition and infections of dangerous pathogens, 
including MRSA.

 Establish an economic and healthcare safety net for healthcare workers who 
become infected or colonized with dangerous pathogens, including MRSA.

 Research to promote effective screening and decolonization of healthcare 
workers for dangerous pathogens, including MRSA.

Kavanagh K. View point: gaps in the current guidelines for the prevention of Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus 
surgical site infections.   ARIC. Sept. 2018  112 (2018) . https://aricjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13756-
018-0407-0
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https://aricjournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13756-018-0407-0


Jan. 2019: Comment on the PACCARB Key Strategies:  Goal 1: Slow the 
emergence of resistant bacteria and prevent the spread of resistant Infections   

“In the 2018 Key Strategies the only specific protocol which was mentioned for 
inclusion in education was hand hygiene. However, much more needs to be 
specified. In the context of drug resistant bacteria, hand hygiene is a
backup measure, since these organisms should not be on a healthcare worker’s 
hands in the first place.
The committee should expand its focus on prevention to include patients and 
healthcare workers to undergo routine active surveillance for carriage of 
endemic MDROs. A reporting system of healthcare workers’ carriage
and infections along with an economic safety net for those affected also needs 
to be implemented.”

Public Comment: http://www.healthwatchusa.org/HWUSA-Initiatives/PDF-
Downloads/20190102-SubmissionReceipt-Comment1&2.pdf
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http://www.healthwatchusa.org/HWUSA-Initiatives/PDF-Downloads/20190102-SubmissionReceipt-Comment1&2.pdf


Jan 2019:  Of particular concern are nursing homes, where the reported risk of 
carriage of resistant bacteria is alarming, well over 50%. And carriage in both 
the patient and the environment can last for months. The 2019 CDC Threat 
Assessment lists Candida auris and CRE as an urgent threat and MRSA as a 
severe threat. A slide from this morning’s Threat Assessment presentation 
stated Candida auris and CRE need to be contained through an “aggressive 
approach.” However, the current “enhanced barrier precautions” for nursing 
homes have lowered the standards of control for these three dangerous 
organisms. 

I feel it is of utmost importance that we have an informed public and patients. 
And that we protect our healthcare workers. Finally, if we are unable or 
unwilling to allocate the resources to stop this epidemic, we need to at least 
provide informed consent to patients regarding the risks of these infections and 
carrier rates within facilities. 

Public Comment: http://www.healthwatchusa.org/HWUSA-Presentations-
Community/PDF-Downloads/20191114-Public_Comment_Kavanagh-2.pdf
Kavanagh Public Comment CDC HICPAC Nov. 14, 2019. https://youtu.be/Gijk606uY9E
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http://www.healthwatchusa.org/HWUSA-Presentations-Community/PDF-Downloads/20191114-Public_Comment_Kavanagh-2.pdf
https://youtu.be/Gijk606uY9E


https://www.npr.org/2020/05/06/850705321/everything-you-ever-wanted-to-know-about-pandemics-in-the-end-of-october

We knew this was coming.   We had so many near misses
Ebola
SARS
MEARS

“An eerily prescient novel about a devastating virus 
that begins in Asia before going global . . . A page-
turner that has the earmarks of an instant bestseller.” 
—New York Post

“A compelling read up to the last sentence. Wright has 
come up with a story worthy of Michael Crichton. In an 
eerily calm, matter-of-fact way, and backed by 
meticulous research, he imagines what the world 
would actually be like in the grip of a devastating new 
virus.” —Richard Preston, author of The Hot Zone

Published;  April 28, 2020
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https://www.npr.org/2020/05/06/850705321/everything-you-ever-wanted-to-know-about-pandemics-in-the-end-of-october


The Oct. 2019 draft report of Crimson Contagion 
was, (NYT) “marked “not to be disclosed,” laid out 
in stark detail repeated cases of “confusion” in the 
exercise. Federal agencies jockeyed over who was 
in charge. State officials and hospitals struggled to 
figure out what kind of equipment was stockpiled 
or available. Cities and states went their own ways 
on school closings.”

Sanger DE, Lipton E, Sullivan E, Crowley M. Before Virus Outbreak, a Cascade of Warnings Went Unheeded.  New York Times.  
March 18, 2020.  https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/19/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-outbreak.html 14

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/19/us/politics/trump-coronavirus-outbreak.html
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Taylor M.  March 2020, Exclusive: U.S. slashed CDC staff inside China prior to coronavirus outbreak.  Reuters  
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-cdc-exclusiv/exclusive-u-s-slashed-cdc-staff-inside-
china-prior-to-coronavirus-outbreak-idUSKBN21C3N5
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-china-cdc-exclusiv/exclusive-u-s-slashed-cdc-staff-inside-china-prior-to-coronavirus-outbreak-idUSKBN21C3N5


Givas N. WHO haunted by January tweet saying China found no human transmission of coronavirus.  March 18, 2020.  Fox 
News. https://www.foxnews.com/world/world-health-organization-january-tweet-china-human-transmission-coronavirus
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https://www.foxnews.com/world/world-health-organization-january-tweet-china-human-transmission-coronavirus


Chen C, Allen M, Churchill L. Internal Emails Show How Chaos at the CDC Slowed the Early Response to Coronavirus.  Propublica. 
March 26, 2020. https://www.propublica.org/article/internal-emails-show-how-chaos-at-the-cdc-slowed-the-early-response-to-
coronavirus 19

https://www.propublica.org/article/internal-emails-show-how-chaos-at-the-cdc-slowed-the-early-response-to-coronavirus


Source: Axios:  Swan J, Talev M. Navarro memos warning of mass coronavirus death circulated in January.  
https://www.axios.com/exclusive-navarro-deaths-coronavirus-memos-january-da3f08fb-dce1-4f69-89b5-ea048f8382a9.html

In January 29, 2020, Peter 
Navarro was reported to 
have warned the White 
House that the Coronavirus 
was possibly infectious as 
the Bubonic Plague or Polio.  

20



https://www.statnews.com/2020/01/31/as-far-right-calls-for-china-travel-ban-health-experts-warn-coronavirus-
response-would-suffer/

https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/04/asia/taiwan-coronavirus-response-who-intl-hnk/index.html
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Most Public Health Experts Agree the Initial Travel Ban 
Was Beneficial in Buying The United States Some Time to 
Gear Up For This Epidemic.

However, the Virus then entered the United States from 
Europe.

Many feel the time bought in February was Squandered. 
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https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/t0225-cdc-telebriefing-covid-19.html

https://www.statnews.com/2020/02/25/cdc-expects-community-spread-of-coronavirus-as-top-official-warns-disruptions-could-be-severe/
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https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/t0225-cdc-telebriefing-covid-19.html
https://www.statnews.com/2020/02/25/cdc-expects-community-spread-of-coronavirus-as-top-official-warns-disruptions-could-be-severe/


Williams D. Contamination at CDC lab delayed rollout of coronavirus tests.  Washington Post. April 18, 2020.  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/contamination-at-cdc-lab-delayed-rollout-of-coronavirus-
tests/2020/04/18/fd7d3824-7139-11ea-aa80-c2470c6b2034_story.html
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/contamination-at-cdc-lab-delayed-rollout-of-coronavirus-tests/2020/04/18/fd7d3824-7139-11ea-aa80-c2470c6b2034_story.html


https://www.statnews.com/2020/03/26/cdc-veteran-asks-why-is-cdc-sitting-on-the-sidelines-covid-19-fight/
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https://www.statnews.com/2020/03/26/cdc-veteran-asks-why-is-cdc-sitting-on-the-sidelines-covid-19-fight/


https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/12/coronviarus-tests-fda-hahn-trump-180786

https://www.forbes.com/sites/tommybeer/2020/05/26/
cdc-says-possibly-less-than-half-of-positive-antibody-
tests-are-correct/#5112d8d2391b 26

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/04/12/coronviarus-tests-fda-hahn-trump-180786
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tommybeer/2020/05/26/cdc-says-possibly-less-than-half-of-positive-antibody-tests-are-correct/#5112d8d2391b
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“…cities in which multiple interventions were implemented at an early phase of the 
epidemic had peak death rates approximately 50% lower than those that did not and had 
less-steep epidemic curves.” Interventions included closure of schools, churches, and 
theaters.

Hacket JR, et al. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA. 2007 May 1;104(18):7582-7. 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17416679/

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/17416679/


In mid-April Far Right Protestors Banishing Semi-
Automatic Weapons in Democratic-governed states 
demanding democratic reopening. President Trump 
tweeted his support. “LIBERATE MINNESOTA!” 
“LIBERATE MICHIGAN!” “LIBERATE VIRGINIA, and save 
your great 2nd Amendment. It is under siege!”

Fox News, Sean Hannity March 9, “They’re scaring the 
living hell out of people. And I see them again as like, 
‘Oh, okay, let’s bludgeon Trump with this new hoax.’” 
In mid-March, the network changed its editorial 
narrative to take the virus seriously.

https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/06/this-is-trumps-plague-now/613633/

There was a push for early reopening, without the use of 
masks.  
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https://twitter.com/realdonaldtrump/status/1251168994066944003
https://twitter.com/realdonaldtrump/status/1251169217531056130
https://twitter.com/realdonaldtrump/status/1251169987110330372
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/06/this-is-trumps-plague-now/613633/


Allyn B.  Researchers: Nearly Half of Accounts Tweeting About Coronavirus are Likely Bots.  NPR.  May 20, 2020. 
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/05/20/859814085/researchers-nearly-half-of-accounts-tweeting-
about-coronavirus-are-likely-bots
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https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/05/20/859814085/researchers-nearly-half-of-accounts-tweeting-about-coronavirus-are-likely-bots


Emmott R.  Researchers: Russia deploying coronavirus disinformation to sow panic in West, EU document says.  Reuters.  March 
18, 2020. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-disinformation/russia-deploying-coronavirus-disinformation-to-
sow-panic-in-west-eu-document-says-idUSKBN21518F
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-disinformation/russia-deploying-coronavirus-disinformation-to-sow-panic-in-west-eu-document-says-idUSKBN21518F
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April 3, 2020

https://www.nbcnews.com/new
s/us-news/u-s-expected-
recommend-masks-americans-
coronavirus-hotspots-n1175596
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Senator McConnell:  "we must have no stigma, 
none, about wearing masks when we leave our 
homes and come near other people.“  "Wearing 
simple face coverings is not about protecting 
ourselves, it is about protecting everyone we 
encounter."
https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-06-29-20-
intl/h_549ee9ec74ba21bfde5da813b91573f8

Vice-President Pence:  "Vice President Pence 
on Sunday implored Americans to wear face 
masks, practice social distancing and stay 
away from senior citizens to protect …”
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/as-us-soars-past-25-
million-coronavirus-cases-pence-urges-americans-to-wear-masks-
social-distance/2020/06/28/c0006248-b962-11ea-bdaf-
a129f921026f_story.html 36

https://www.cnn.com/world/live-news/coronavirus-pandemic-06-29-20-intl/h_549ee9ec74ba21bfde5da813b91573f8
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/as-us-soars-past-25-million-coronavirus-cases-pence-urges-americans-to-wear-masks-social-distance/2020/06/28/c0006248-b962-11ea-bdaf-a129f921026f_story.html


By the End of June:  Fox & Friends Co-Host Steve Doocy
– Encouraged the President to wear a mask.  

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/30/fox-news-host-trump-mask-345275
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https://www.politico.com/news/2020/06/30/fox-news-host-trump-mask-345275


https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/06/12/cdc-masks-protests-rallies/
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/06/12/cdc-masks-protests-rallies/
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Levey NN. Hospitals say feds are seizing masks and other coronavirus supplies without a word Los Angeles Times.  April 
7, 2020. https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-04-07/hospitals-washington-seize-coronavirus-supplies
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https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-04-07/hospitals-washington-seize-coronavirus-supplies


DannyB. Feds Confiscated 3,000,000 Masks Ordered by State of MA @ The Port of NY. Daily Kos. April 4, 2020.  
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2020/4/4/1934221/-Someone-Seized-3-000-000-Masks-From-Massachusetts-At-The-
Port-in-NYC
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https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2020/4/4/1934221/-Someone-Seized-3-000-000-Masks-From-Massachusetts-At-The-Port-in-NYC


https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/495519-maryland-governor-says-coronavirus-tests-acquired-from-south-korea-under 42

https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/495519-maryland-governor-says-coronavirus-tests-acquired-from-south-korea-under
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World O Meter:  https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/usa/new-york/
45

https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/usa/new-york/


https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Cuomo-Hospitals-cannot-discharge-COVID-19-15259931.php

Governor Cuomo:  Mandated that our 
disjointed healthcare system work together.  
• Share Staff
• Share Supplies
• Share Ventilators
• Some Facilities were COVID-19 Facilities

46

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Cuomo-Hospitals-cannot-discharge-COVID-19-15259931.php


Reynolds E, McGee L, Frater J. One graphic explains why Americans are facing an EU travel ban.  CNN.  June 30, 2020.   
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/30/europe/european-union-travel-us-graphic-intl/index.html 47

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/30/europe/european-union-travel-us-graphic-intl/index.html


https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-campaign-democrats-
joust-over-tulsa-rally-turnout/2020/06/21/06ecb95e-b3c8-11ea-a510-
55bf26485c93_story.html Photo by Jabin Botsford

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-election-trump/trump-slams-
protests-defends-pandemic-response-as-tulsa-crowd-underwhelms-
idUSKBN23R0G5 Photo by Leah Mills 48

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-campaign-democrats-joust-over-tulsa-rally-turnout/2020/06/21/06ecb95e-b3c8-11ea-a510-55bf26485c93_story.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-election-trump/trump-slams-protests-defends-pandemic-response-as-tulsa-crowd-underwhelms-idUSKBN23R0G5


The Quest for a Vaccine
• World-wide, over 100 

Manufacturers Developing a 
Vaccine.

• 10 Look Promising.
• United States starting To 

Manufacture While Being 
Tested. 

• Challenge Tests May Be Used. 
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https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/08/politics/trump-cdc-school-guidelines-
funding/index.html

funding/index.html

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/07/08/ppe-shortage-masks-gloves-gowns/

https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/08/politics/trump-cdc-school-guidelines-funding/index.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/07/08/ppe-shortage-masks-gloves-gowns/
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