
outbreaks in KY healthcare facilities 2010 & 2011

Kevin Kavanagh <kavanagh.ent@gmail.com> 

Humbaugh, Kraig (CHFS PH) <Kraig.Humbaugh@ky.gov> Wed, Dec 14, 2011 at 6:30 PM 
To: Kevin Kavanagh <kavanagh.ent@gmail.com> 
Cc: "Brawley, Robert (CHFS PH EPI )" <Robert.Brawley@ky.gov>, "Sands, Fontaine (CHFS PH)" 
<Fontaine.Sands@ky.gov> 

Dr. Kavanagh,

In response to your open records request of December 13, 2011, the following information is provided:

In 2010, a total of 59 outbreaks in health care facilities were reported to the Kentucky Department for Public 
Health.  Of these, 54 occurred in long term care facilities (LTC) and 5 in hospitals. In 26 of the LTC outbreaks, 
norovirus was the likely etiology.  In two of the hospital outbreaks, norovirus was the likely etiology, and in one 
hospital outbreak, acinetobacter was the cause. Scabies was the etiology implicated in another hospital 
outbreak, and the cause of the final hospital outbreak was undetermined.

The 2011 data should be used with caution, since they are still preliminary.  As of today's date, 46 outbreaks 
in health care facilities have been reported to the Kentucky Department for Public Health and recorded in the 
electronic system so far in 2011. Of these, 44 occurred in long term care facilities (LTC) and 2 in hospitals. 
 As in 2010, the majority of the LTC outbreaks for which a cause was found were determined to be associated 
with norovirus.  Both recorded hospital outbreaks in 2011 involved MDROs (acinetobacter, 1, and MRSA, 1). 
 Again, all outbreaks for 2011 may not yet be recorded electronically--- and of course, there are still a few 
more weeks left in the year.  Final numbers for the 2011 calendar year will not be available until sometime 
after the first of the year.

______________________________________________________
Kraig E. Humbaugh, M.D., M.P.H.
Director, Division of Epidemiology and Health Planning
Kentucky Department for Public Health
275 E. Main St., MS: HS2GW-C
Frankfort, KY 40621
tel. 502.564.7243
fax  502.564.9626
kraig.humbaugh@ky.gov

Notice of Confidentiality: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is intended only for the use of the 
individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is legally privileged 
and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, 
you are notified that any review, use, disclosure, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly 
prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and 
destroy all copies of the original message.
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-----Original Message-----
From: Kevin Kavanagh [mailto:kavanagh.ent@gmail.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 13, 2011 8:19 AM
To: Humbaugh, Kraig (CHFS PH)
Subject: Ky HAI

Dr Humbaugh
Rep Burch has asked me to present before the H &W Cmt this Monday.
Do you have any updated statistics or information regarding HAI outbreaks in KY Hospitals and Nursing 
homes?

Kevin
606-875-3642
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